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Breed Temperament

One of the things that makes a specific breed of dog unique is not only the dog’s  

physical appearance, but each breed also has its own distinct temperament.

Each AKC breed has a national parent club (see akc.org).

Parent clubs describe their breed’s ideal temperament in the written breed  

standard.

A summary of the temperament (as per the parent club’s breed standards for each  

breed) follows.

Where an asterisk (*) appears, it indicates that there was not a specific section on  

temperament in the parent club’s breed standard. The description in this guide for these  

breeds was based on information about the breed written by parent clubs.
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AKC Groups
Part 1

AKC has grouped all of the breeds that it registers into 7 categories or groups.

These are: Sporting, Hound, Terrier, Working, Toy, Herding and Non-Sporting.

These groups are based on function and heritage. They share traits of form and  

function or a common heritage.
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Aloof and dignified, yet gay. Faults: Sharpness or shyness.

Updated 2/18/2022 5



Updated 2/18/2022 6



Updated 2/18/2022 7



Updated 2/18/2022 8



Updated 2/18/2022 9



Updated 2/18/2022 10



FSS Breeds
Part 2

Part 2 of this guide includes the breed temperament descriptions for FSS  

(Foundation Stock Service) breeds. AKC created the FSS record-keeping service  

to allow rare breed fanciers to continue their commitment to the improvement of  

their breed.

FSS is a requirement for fanciers of a breed who want to achieve full AKC  

recognition. FSS breeds may compete in AKC Family Dog and Companion and  

Performance events that AKC determines to be applicable.
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